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wort of Enoch Hoag, Superintendent, to the 
“¢ Associated Baxecutive Committee of Friends 
on Indian Affairs.” 
Esteemed Friends.—I regret that proper 
sention to my duties here will prevent my 
seting your committee on the 22d inst. I 
‘ll, however, endeavor to give you some 
‘tements inreference to the tribesin Kansas, 
ost of which I have visited and counselled 
ith twice. 
»Of the tribes under agents Tatum and Dar. 
ington, your committee who have visited 
em will be able to afford you the necessary 
formation. For the last named agent and 
e tribes under his care I have-felt much in- 
Wrest, and some anxiety, as they have given 
'x Government much trouble. I have long 
-en of the opinion that they were dissatisfied 
th their treaty. They have remained out- 
Me of the reservation assigned to them by, 
hid treaty, and assign as a reason therefor 
1 unwillingness to remove thither, not hav- 
ig understood this to be the precise location 
| the Indian Territory the Government as- 
ned to them when they signed the treaty. 
the agent, with General Hazen, held a coun- 
ll with them at which the dissatisfaction 
hentioned above was reaffirmed. On a sub- 
quent visit from General Hazen, I obtained 
fom him his views thereon, and information 
= their desire in the matter, and with his 
Jatement, I forwarded to the Department an 
Irgent recommendation that no further time 
> lost in placing that tribe upon the land of 
neir choice. I received an early reply, an 
xtract from which I herewith enclose. I 
inmediately sent to the agent’s assistance a 
nan well qualified for the service, with a good 
Pam and carriage to aid him, first, with the 
jhiefs and head men of the tribe, to repair to 
neir contemplated home and select a location 
or their settlement, for agency, &c., and to 
orthwith remove thither said Indians. 
There has also been some dissatisfaction 
ising from a reduction of rations, and with- 
holding coffee and sugar. An appeal was for- 
varded by this office on the 10th of Highth 
month, and on the 17th of Highth month a 
esponse was received from the Commissioner. 
Ve have now reasonable hope for progress in 


I forbear speaking of the Kiowa, Coman- 
che, Apache and affiliated tribes, apprehend- 
ing their agent will be with you, who can 
better inform you of their condition than I 
can. I desire his labors in the South should 
meet your approval, and claim your hearty} 
support. Though a great undertaking, it is 
practical and in harmony with the principles. 
of the “Peace Commission” who negotiated 
the treaty, as well as with the policy of the 
Government. With the exception of the pre- 
sent cost of living, wheat, corn and vegetables 
can be raised as cheaply there as they can 
here, and even from this point to that agency, 
the Government is paying for transportation 
$1.50 per hundred pounds for each hundred 
miles, (distance 500 miles,) making the mere 
freight of a bushel of wheat or corn $4.50, be- 
sides the original cost. 

The Kickapoos, numbering about 325, are 
in two bands—one living upon allotted lands 
in severalty. This band has a mission school, 
small, but increasing, and wil! be improved 
by our watchful care. The other band, called 
the “prairie band,” hold their land in com- 
mon, but cultivate their separate lots. We 
are about starting a school for them. They 
are anxious for an increase of schools, and 
assure us of their co-operation. This tribe is 
self-sustaining, and many of them have good 
farms, crops and herds. They have made a 
treaty with the Central Branch U. P. Rail- 
road for sale of their lands, not yet ratified, 
and they desire it should not be. Under the 
watchful care of their agent, Miles, their best 
interests will be safely guarded. 

The Pottawatomies, 2000 in number, have 
one good school under the control of the 
Catholics, largely attended and well managed, 
receiving from the Government $75 for each 
scholar per annum, for board, clothing and 
tuition. They own a large tract of land se- 
cured to them by treaty, upon which they 
raise subsistence for the support of the schol- 
ars, and make it a paying institution. About 
600 of this tribe have taken their share of the 
common reserve in allotments, and have be- 
come citizens of the United States. Several 
hundred more have applied for the same, 
which will soon be granted. The residue, 
called the “prairie band,” hold their land in 
common, and, like the Kickapoos, desire a 
school, which we shall soon open for them. 
This tribe is also self-sustaining and improv- 
ing. Many have good farms and fields of 
corn, wheat, &c. The allotted portion of this 
tribe propose to sell out and go to the Indian 
country. The other band desire to remain 
where they are. Their newly appointed agent 
has not yet arrived at his post. 

The Kansas Indians, about 540 in number, 
are poor, and have been much neglected and 
abused. They have a rich reserve in the 
valley of the Neosho river, said reserve being 
about 15 miles in length. They have nego- 
tiated a treaty in which they stipulate to sell 
their lands to the U. P. Railroad, Southern | 


Branch, with a view of removing to the In- 
dian Territory. Said treaty is not ratified, 
and they desire it should not be. None of 
their children have been in school for several 
years. We are about opening one in the 
mission buildings formerly occupied for that 
purpose by Friends. The Indians promise us 
their co-operation. 

By the mismanagement of their affairs, 
their accumulated school fund was expended 
last winter for their subsistence. We would 
appeal to the associated committee to aid in 
the education of this tribe. They having 
been the most neglected, are the most needy, 
and most dependent of all the tribes in Kan- 
sas. lI am confident that whatever aid you 
can extend to them will be judiciously ex- 
pended by agent Stubbs, who is industriously 
laboring for their best interest. Their educa- 
tional interests should not be allowed to suffer. 

The Sac and Fox Indians, about 700 in 
number, have one mission school in success- 
ful operation, small but increasing. They 
are self-sustaining. They negotiated a treaty 
with the Government, and selected a new 
home in the Creek country, adjoining the 
Seminoles on the north, and will probably re- 
move thither this fall. We should organize 
more educational labor amongst them at once 
if they were to remain here. They will need 
our care in this respect in their new homes. 
Our friend, Thomas Miller, is carefully look- 
ing after their interests. 

The Delawares, 1000 in number, have exe- 
cuted the stipulations of their treaty, and 
have removed to the Cherokee country, and 
have become identified with said Cherokees, 
and having been absorbed by the latter tribe, 
their nationality has become extinct. They 
desire a school and if I learn they are under 
our supervision, will look after their interests. 
Their tribal organization is dissolved, but the 
services of their agent, Pratt, are yet retained 
for the closing up of their business. 

The Shawnees, about 650 in numbers, are, 
for the most part, self-sustaining and doing 
well. Their lands have rapidly advanced in 
value, and having this year effected an ar- 
rangement with the Cherokees, under the 
approval of the President, they will very soon 
remove to that country, become a part of that 
nation, and their tribal organization become 
extinct. In some respects their condition will . 
be improved. They have for years been over- 
run and annoyed by whites through ineffici- 
ency in the administration of their affairs. 
They will go to a good country where pro- 
vision is made for the education of their 
youth, and their civil rights will be better 
guarded. It is, therefore, probable that this 
agency, now filled by R. L. Roberts, will soon 
be abolished. . 

The Osages, about 3,500 in number, have 
been much neglected. Their condition is 
similar 10 the Kansas tribe. They speak the 
same language, and are much like them in 
their habits. Their agent, Snow, lives far 
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from them, and they have for years received, 


but little benefit from their agent, except the 
receipt of their annuities. Being poor, and 
forbidden by Government from going to the 
plains for buffalo, for fear of collision with 
warlike Indians or soldiers, they have been 
driven, from want, to make depredations upon 
herds passing’ through their lands from Texas. 
They have one good school, long established 
and kept up by the Catholics. They are a 
powerful tribe, interested in education and 
agriculture, and before the war were quite 
prosperous. I have strong hopes that under 
the administration of our efficient agent, Isaac 
. Gibson, who will enter upon his services 
next week, we shall ere long see an improve- 
ment in this neglected tribe. Thoy have 
negotiated a treaty with the Government in 
which they disposed of their lands, and agreed 
to go to a new home in the Indian country. 
Said treaty has not yet been ratified. I 
think they will eventually be moved where 
they will be less exposed to the baneful in- 
fluences by which they are at present sur- 
younded. Their domain is too extensive for 
their use, being about 300 miles long from 
east to west, and, excluding their “ trust 
lands,” 30 miles wide. 

The Peorias, Piankeshaws, Kaskaskias and 
Weas of the Osage river agency have lately 
removed from Miami county, Kansas, to the 
northeast corner of the Indian country, and 
are in prosperous circumstances. I have re- 
cently visited them and paid them large an- 
nuities. I find them interested in education 
and industrial labor, and with proper care on 
the part of the Government, they will soon 
equal their neighbors the Cherokees, in civili- 
zation. They want schools, which we are 
preparing for them, 

The remaining tribe of this agency, the 
Miamis, numbering about 90, are, in a good 
degree, civilized and on allotted farms, in 
Miami county, and will remain there. I have 
recommended that they be under the imme- 
diate care of this office, and that the agency 
be abolished at an early day. Agent Stanley 
is at present attending to their interests. 

The Senecas, mixed Senecas and Shawnees, 
and Quapaws, in the northeast part of the In- 
dian country, have been for some years past 
under the care of special agent George Mit- 
chell. They are all doing well. They have 
made selections in a very good country, and 
are, with very few exceptions, improving in 
the various departments of industry, and are 
all desirous of improvement in education. 

The Ottawas, Munsees and the Chippewas, 
are small remnants of tribes within the Sac 
and Fox agency. ‘They are prosperous, and 
live as the white people, have schools, &e. 

The Wyandottes once became citizens, but 
are asking to be once more restored to their 

‘ original status. They will move down among 
the Senecas. 

We have to surmount formidable obstacles 
in the way of civilization of the Indians in 
Kansas, from the fact that they are nearly 
all in a migratory state. While some of them 

‘are desirious of remaining here, they well 
know it is the policy of the Government to 
remove them at an early day. This unsettled 
condition retards our labor, both in agricul- 
ture and schools. But in our desire that our 
labor may harmonize with that of the Goy- 
ernment, so far as it can in justice to the 
tribes, our efforts are not relaxed in working 
for their comfort, improvement and happi- 


ness wherever we find an opening, even under 
adverse circumstances. 

T inclose herewith an extract from General 
Hazen’s report to General Sherman upon In- 
dian Affairs, and dated 7th mo. Ist, 1869. 

Respectfully, your friend, 
Enocu Hoaa, 
Superintendent of Indian Affairs. 


For “The Friond” 

As there are some in this day, who, in 
speaking of the second coming of Christ, look 
for a personal appearance on earth, and are in 
danger of overlooking His inward and spirit- 
ual appearance in the hearts of men, it has 
seemed right to call attention to the views 
held by our worthy forefathers in the Truth 
on this subject, so that all may be preserved 
in unity of faith and practice. 

Our Lord declares that it was expedient 
that he should go away, in order that the 
Comforter should come. Great and precious 
promises were given of the great, accomplish- 
ment and extension of Christ’s spiritual reign 
in the hearts of his people, who should yield 
themselves to this divine agent within them. 
The earlier prophets had declared of the event 
even to “the whole earth being filled with his 
glory;” that the time should cgme when 
“nation should not rise against nation, neither 
should they learn war any more;” “that of 
the increase of his kingdom and dominion 
there should be no end:” nations being born 
in a day; “that His dominion is an everlast- 
ing dominion.” It is true that the first dis- 
ciples appeared to be under an apprehension 
of an outward kingdom, by their query, “ Wilt 
thou at this time restore the kingdom again 
to Israel?” to all which the reply is, it is 
spiritual and divine. W. Dewsbury says, 
Friends’ Library, p. 268: “For He will arise 
and scatter in his wrath, all those that resist 
his spirit, as dust before the wind: and his 
righteousness will be established on the earth for 
ever. O Zion, thy God reigneth! and thou shalt 
see thy enemies come bending to the soles of thy 
feet. Thy renown shall go forth more and more 
over the earth, thy leaves shall heal the nations 
which walk in thy light, and thou shalt be 
known in all the earth to be the city of the 
most high God; yea, the righteous seed ; when 
the faces of the enemy shall be covered with 
shame; the mouth of the Lord of hosts bath 
spoken it.’—W. D., York Tower or gaol, 19th 
12th mo. 1660. 

Also concerning a remnant not as yet 
gathered, he writes thus: ‘Oh let your hearts 
breathe unto the Lord, that he may seal his 
counsel to her, and cause her to walk in the 
light of the Lord, with us whom he hath 
raised to be the first fruits among many 
brethren, to bear his glorious testimony over 
the heads of the children of men, and above 
all their wrath who withstand the appearance 
of God; who will cause them to bow before 
his glory, in the day in which he will clear 
the innocency of his beloved people. Neither 
by sword, nor spear, nor by the arm of flesh, 
but with the breath of his mouth, shall he smite 
the hearts of them that know him not, and by the 
brightness of his coming, who shall spread his 
fame over all nations, to gather brethren from 
far, and sisters from the ends of the earth ; yea, 
the mighty shall bow to his sceptre, and the na- 
tions that are saved shall walk in his light, with 
us whom he hath made as dear unto himself 
as the apple of his eye,” (and although the 
writer is sensible that the following only ap- 


plies at this day to a tried suffering remnant 
yet he may not withhold it.) “Though a wo, 
man may forget her sucking child, yet th 
Lord will not forget any that fear him; thar 
he will lead them through all tribulations 
with joy in his heavenly power, until they 
have finished their course with gladness, tc 
the glory of his name for ever.” * * * 
“Thou who lovest the Light, and bathest thy 
soul in the ocean of his inexpressible mercies 
shall never want more the fresh springs 0: 
life. The Lord will keep thee in safety, anc 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against any 
of thy sons and daughters who walk in the 
light of thy city, O Jerusalem, in whom there 
ig no more curse; but the throne of God and the 
Lamb is in thee, and his servants do serve the¢ 
and they behold his face, and his name it 
written on their foreheads. There is no night 
there, neither need of candle, nor the light 
the sun, for the Lord God giveth them light 
and they do reign forever, as the Lord hatk 
spoken through your brother and companior 
in the tribulation and kingdom of patience o 
the Lord Jesus Christ.”—Jbid, York Casth 
(prison), 1663. 

George Fox in his Journal, page 351, writ. 
ing of the 5th Monarchy men, in 1661, says 
«They looked for Christ’s personal coming, it 
an outward form and manner, but I told them 
Christ was come and had set up his kingdom 
above sixteen hundred years ago, according 
to Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and Daniel’s vis 
ion, but that ‘his kingdom was not of thi: 
world, therefore his servants do not fight. 
Christ said all power in heaven and earth i 
given to me, so then his kingdom was set uy 
above sixteen hundred years ago, and he 
reigns; and we see Jesus Christ reign, saith 
the Apostle, and he shall reign till all things 
be put under his feet; though all things are 
not yet put under his feet or subdued.” 

It would be well if the hearts of the chil. 
dren could be turned to the fathers, insteac 
of being “driven about with every wind 0 
doctrine, by the cunning craftiness of mer 
wherein they lie in wait to deceive.” Ther 
is much show of love and zeal, with consider 
able fire, yet the foundation of God standeth 
sure, and to rightly distinguish the Shep 
herd’s voice from the voice of the stranger, 1: 
of very great importance; but the slighting 
our testimonies to plainness of dress and ad. 
dress, that they may pass disguised and not 
be known as his followers, throws many oper 
to temptations to deny their Lord, throug! 
mixing with a vain world and its delusive en. 
joyments; as well as hearing the popula 
preachers and lecturers of the day. Oh it is 
very, very contaminating; there are none 
equal to Him who speaks, even now, as man 
never spake, and it is a fearful thing to turr 
away from Him that speaketh from heaven 
On a certain occasion the writer of this afte: 
withdrawing from hearing a very popula 
preacher among the Congregationalists, anc 
attending a quiet meeting of Friends, wa: 
queried with by one of their members, whether 
the Light within was sufficient, which was 
answered by, “ Whether the questioner livec 
up to it?” To which he declared no; neithe1 
did he believe any did. Whereupon it was said 
Why then ask whether it is sufficient. If al 
were intent to enquire of this Teacher, as ir 
the cool of the day, and to be faithful to hi: 
monitions, they would find that He would love 
them, and take up his abode within them 
and they would not have need for any i‘ 
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sch them, save as the anointing teachetb, 
aa the apostle declared to be truth and 
ie, 

“t is those and those only that cease from 
inking their own thoughts, and speaking 
sir own words, and doing their own works,” 
at come to the true sabbath of rest in Christ; 
en they will know him to arise and lead 
J instruct ; it is not a mere cessation of 
ords that brings into the silence of all flesh. 
S. C. 
illville, Orleans Co, N. Y., 10th mo. 10, 1869. 


Serpents and Venomous Snakes. 
BY N. A. WOODS. 

iz (Concluded from page 74.) 

‘This accident of her having accidentally 
orged her blanket has been held by many 
sod naturalists, and not without reason, to 
. a proof that these reptiles possess little 
mse of taste or smell. They, however, over- 
‘ok, or more likely have not heard of, the 
aportant fact that at the time Bess made 
ais mistake she was casting her skin, and 
early blind. As a mere matter of taste, it is 
ery likely indeed that she did not find much 
alatable difference between the flavor of her 
janket and the wool of the young lambs or 
ar of the rabbits she was accustomed to swal- 
aw whole. As a safe general rule, all boas 
ire exceedingly vicious, and prone to bite and 
tack on the least disturbance. Like every 
-eneral rule, however, this has its exceptions, 
which prove its trath. Thus there is now a 
toa at the Regent’s Park Gardens which ac- 
ally delights in being noticed. Itisa young 
me, certainly, only a few years old, and, 
hough as thick as a man’s arm, is not more 


( 


than some seven feet long.: This is so docile 
js to come to the cage door the instant it is 
ypened; and on the slightest sign of encour- 
gement, such as being stroked down the 
pack, of which it appears excessively fond, it 
svill come quietly out and twine gently round 
jhe arm or neck-or body of its visitor, and ap- 
gears thoroughly to enjoy the warmth of its 
jocation. I have frequently seen ladies, and 
wery young ladies too, with this serpent round 
»heir arms and waists. During ‘the three 
jrears it has been at the Gardens, it has never 
shown any signs of vice, and indeed may now 
ve looked on as thoroughly tamed ; for though 
“t is fast growing, there is hardly a week 
jpasses on which some visitor does not handle 
ut. 
| As a contrast to this specimen, there is one 
which is not exhibited to the public, but is 
ikept in the keeper’s house in the Gardens at 
JRegent’s Park in a cage no larger than a 
llady’s work-box. It is a true boa, a few 
‘months old, not much more than fourteen 
‘inches long, nor thicker than a man’s little 
finger; yet the viciousness of this miniature 
‘reptile is wonderful. 
‘its little nest, it rears itself, hisses, and bites 
vat everything near it. It bites very sharply 
too, as [ have reason to know when I last at- 
‘tempted to put it back into its box, and it 
‘fastened on my finger, and I nearly broke its 
‘back. Yet this little worm,—for it is in truth 
‘not much more,—will kill and eat two grown 
‘mice at a meal, and will at any time, when 
not actually gorged, rise instantly to seize a 
» young sparrow. 
~ Another boa at the Gardens, which in a few 
ears bids fair to rival the size and strength 
of the late lamented Bess, is very ill-tempered, 
yr rather of very uncertain temper. This 
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reptile is about twenty feet long, and rather 
thick for its length. At times it is in a good 
humor, and does not object to its blanket 
being moved or its head being lifted. At 
other times it is very vicious; and at these 
times it would be in the highest degree danger- 
ous for even the keeper to put his hand near 
it. It may be said, Why “even the keeper ?” 
But those who know the habits of serpents 
know that they do get accustomed to their 
keepers and feeders; and even venomous 
snakes, I am confident, are quieter and less 
dangerous with them than they would be with 
any other persons. 

Before leaving the subject of pythons, a 
few words must be said about the most ter- 
rible and dangerous of all pythons—the huge, 
dark, and almost black anacondas that in- 
habit the dense forests of central and south 
tropical America. These are far more com- 
mon than is generally supposed by those who 
are not familiar with those regions; and but 
for the great difficulties which I have men- 
tioned as to taking these monsters alive, there 
is noreason why our zoological gardensshould 
not possess some half-a-dozen specimens. 
These American boas are greatly dreaded by 
the natives, and not without reason. They 
haunt the pools where cattle drink, or twine, 
when watching for prey, in 
the forest. Their boldness is well supported 
by their prodigious strength. There are not 
unfrequent instances of specimens having 
been killed which had attained a length of 
more than thirty feet, and which in some 
parts were as thick round as the body of a 
child. Th 
their daring in killing men, women, and chil- 
dren, of course partake somewhat of the mar- 
vellous; but there is too much renson to be- 
lieve that the stories, when stripped of all 
native exaggeration, contain the terrible basis 
of truth that many human beings have been 
killed by these monsters. One peculiarity 
about the anaconda is, that it is said to be al- 
ways found hunting in couples. This fact is 
undoubtedly deposed to by all the natives 
and all the Europeans who have had any op- 
portunity of learning something about the 
habits of these gigantic serpents. Even 
Waterton, one of the most careful of natural 
historians, and one most thoroughly versed 
in the deadly ophiology of these regions, ad- 
mits that when the male anaconda is seen the 
female is seldom far distant, and vice versa. 

It is interesting and amusing to turn toa 
well authenticated and truly genuine story of 
the capture of a large anaconda alive. ‘This 
was done by Waterton in Southern Demerara, 
and bis private letters give a most vivid ac- 
count of it. For some days the neighborhood 
of an Indian village had been plagued and 
alarmed by the close vicinity of a large ana- 
conda. Common rumor, of course, exagger- 
ated its size to such a fabulous extent, that, 
if the dimensions spoken of were only really 
believed in, it is no wonder that the terror 
was universal. Waterton, who came to the 
village in the miuute prosecution of his studies 
into natural history in all its branches, and 
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who was, above all, a most enthusiastic inves- 


ty of this fine 
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aken a goat from a herd, and it was 
certain that after such a meal it would lie tor- 
nd not very far off. But, as has been 
before relapsing into this con- 


dition, generally conceal themselves with the 
utmost care; so for three days Waterton’s 
keen search around the forest was quite una- 
vailing. He, however, knowing the haunts 
of snakes as well as a school-boy knows where 
to find birds’-nests, persevered, and at noon 
on the fourth day came upon the lair of the 
anaconda. It was in a large sort of cave 
among some loose rocks that were partly 
covered with bright creepers, and partly filled 
with moss and leaves. In the midst of these 
the reptile lay in a mass of coils. It need 
hardly be said that its size by no means re- 
alized the terrible accounts which had been 
given of it by the natives, supposing it to have 
been the same one, which Waterton believed 
was not the case; still, it was a formidable 
serpent. Its length, though only a little over 
nineteen feet, seemed much greater as it lay 
in its coils, from the huge thickness of the 
body, which, as was afterwards proved by 
actual measurement, was greater in circum- 
ference than the leg of an ordinary man, 
Waterton had with him three native hunters, 
who were much attached to him, and who 
had followed him through many dangers. 
With these a short council of war was held 
in whispers. The natives, however, repre- 
sented with much force and truth that it 
would be dangerous to make an attack till 
the reptile’s head could be distinctly seen, so 
that it could be seized by one of them round 
the throat, and so prevented inflicting those 
bites which lacerate so severely and almost 
dangerously. ‘This course of action was ac- 
cordingly resolved on, and a patient watch 
kept on the serpent till nearly the close of 
the long hot day; then its head was seen 
slowly emerging from the mass of folds, which 
were gently creeping one over the other in a 
‘manner peculiar to every Class of snake or 
serpent in a half-torpid state. With the first 
clear view of the head, Waterton dashed into 
the cave and seized it by the throat close to 
the jaws; his three hunters followed him with 
equal courage, and threw themselves upon 
the pile of folds. The anaconda, though taken 
by surprise and overpowered by numbers, yet 
made a fierce resistance, and for a few minutes 
there was nothing to be seen in the gloom but 
dust and legs and arms and coils of snake, 
till, after a great struggle, it was dragged out 
into the waning daylight of the forest. Here 
the contest for a time was even worse, for the 
snake had room, and plunged in every way 
to get one of its captors within its folds. But 
Waterton and his hunters kept it out at length 
and got it down upon the ground, till it was 
so exhausted that one of the natives could run 
to the tent and fetch ropes and a long bam- 
boo pole. ‘To this latter it was securely lashed, 
and borne in triumph on the shoulders of the 
party to the Indian village. Waterton said 
that at any time during the contest jit would 
have been easy to have killed the monster by 
dividing the vertebre or the muscles of the 
back with their short sharp hunting-knives. 
His object, however, was to take it alive, and 
in this he nominally succeeded. The serpent 
was brought in alive, it is true, but if was so 
injured in the efforts to overcome its strug- 
gles that it lived but a few days afterwards, 
thus affording another illustration of the al- 
most insuperable difficulties of taking these 
large reptiles in such a state as to be fit for 
subsequent exhibition in any great zoological 
collection. 

One large snake, though it never attains to 
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the gigantic bulk of either the anaconda or 
the boa-constrictor, is not uncommon on the 
prairies of Illinois, and is even abundant on 
the great western prairies beyond the Missis- 
sippi. It is called the bull snake, and is very 
little known to naturalists. It grows to a 
length of about ten or twelve feet, is very 
thick in girth, and strong and bold. It never 
attacks man, but haunts round the neighbor- 
hoods of the wild outlying prairie-farms, the 
poultry kept on which in such abundance 
seems to form an irresistible attraction to this 
great snake, as, indeed, poultry generally does 
to all other reptiles of its kind. It is terribly 
voracious, and, what is most rare in snakes 
which are not venomous, will kill and destroy 
for the mere sake of killing. A bull-snake in 
a large hen-roost will in a night do as much 
mischief as will require three months’ hatch- 
ing to repair. Once, when driving out with 
a friend to visit a station on the prairies a 
good deal west of the Mississippi, I drove over 
one of these snakes in the long tangled prairie- 
grass, which was then more than four feet high. 
The shock his bulk gave almost upset the 
light “buck-board” on which we rode. We 
turned at once, and saw a large dark mass of 
bull-snake writhing his dirty-black coils in all 
the agony of a mortal wound. He was evi- 
dently quite helpless to escape or live, so we 
jumped down, and with the butts of our whips 
beat what little life remained out of him. Yet 
till the last blow he fought us with fierce 
hissings and attempts to bite, and would, no 
doubt, have made a serious resistance, had he 
not been so injured to start with. His length 


was nearly eleven feet, and his jaws, or, rather,’ 


mouth, contained four rows of teeth, all small, 
but all intensely sharp-pointed, and crooked, 
and curving backwards. None of these, of 
course, were venomous; but the wound they 
would inflict would be very severe from the 
multitude of small deep lacerations. The jaws 
were exceedingly powerful; but there was 
nothing whatever in the creature’s stomach 
but the remains of a prairie-hen, which had 
evidently been eaten some days before. 


Selected. 

“ Whatsoever ye do in word, or in deed, do 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus.” How 
totally in opposition to this language of the 
Apostle, is the habit of gossiping, for where 
is the man or woman, young or old, who in 
gossiping about another could say that they 
did it in the name of the Lord Jesus. How 
different is this from his own beautiful exam- 
ple. He sought not to expose errors in others, 
but to draw forth the good in them. 


The Heat of the Moon.—Uord Rosse has 
been measuring the heat that comes to us 
from the moon. Using one of his great re- 
flecting telescopes as a burning mirror, he has 
condensed the moon’s ray’s upon one of the 
most delicate of heat-guages—a thermopile. 
Without being able to determine by what 
fraction of a Fahrenheit’s degree the lunar 
warmth increases the temperature of the ter- 
restial atmosphere, he has found, as an ap- 
proximation, that the radiation from the moon 
is about the ninety thousandth part of that 
from the sun. He conceives that the varia- 
tion of heat from our satellite follows the 
same law as that of its light; i.e. that we 
have most warmth from the full moon, and 
least from the nearly new. By comparison 
with a terrestrial source of heat, Lord Rosse 


estimates the actual temperature of the 
moon’s surface at lunar mid-day to be about 
500 degrees Fahrenheit. This scorching re- 
sults from the slow rotation of the moon, 
which makes its day equal to our month, and 
from the absence of any atmosphere to screen 
the lunar world. Years ago, Sir John Her- 
schel, who has more than once proved him- 
self a prophet by his sagacious inferences, 
remarked that “the surface of the full moon 
exposed to us must necessarily be very much 
heated, possibly to a degree much exceeding 
that of boiling water.” Fontenelle and his 
followers to the contrary notwithstanding, 
the moon can be no place for living beings, 
unless they are salamanders.—Living Age. 


Selected. 


THE TWO CITIES. 


On the dusky shores of evening, stretched in shining 
peace it lies, 

City built of clouds and sunshine—wonder of the western 
skies | 


While I watch, and long for pinions thitherward to take 
my flight, ~ 
Slowly the aerial city fades and vanishes from sight. 


Ruby dome, and silver temple, circling wall of amethyst, 

Fallin silence, leaving only purple ruin hung with 
mist. 

Darkness gathers eastward, westward; stronger waxeth 
my desire, 

Reaching through celestial spaces, glittering as with 
rain of fire, 


To the city set in jasper, having twelve foundations fair, 
Flashing from their jewelled splendor every color soft 
and rare. 


Twelve in number are its gateways—numbered by the 
Seer of old— 

Every gate a pearl most lustrous; and its streets are 
paved with gold ; 


In the midst, in dazzling whiteness, lightens the Eter- 
nal Throne; 

From it flows the Living Water—round it gleams an 
emerald zone. 


Luscious fruits, and balmy odors, healing leaves, and 
cooling shade, 

Hither side the Life-tree sheddeth, by sweet storms of 
music swayed. : 


Oh! thou grand, untempled city, seen by John in visions 
bright, 

Glory-flooded, needing neither sun by day nor moon by 
night ; 

Filled forever and forever by the shining light of Him 

Who redeemed the world, and sitteth throned between 
the seraphim! ; 


Through thy lovely gates the nations of the saved in 
triumph stream, : 

Chanting praise above all praises—love of love their 
holy theme! 


They no more shall thirst, or hunger; they no more with 
heat shall faint ; 

Christ for tears will give them gladness—blissful rest 
for sore complaint. 


Blessed they who do His bidding! cries the Angel, day 
and night; 

They shall find abundant entrance—they shall walk 
with Him in white! 


SS 6 
For ‘The Friend.” 


The Managers of the “Institute for Colored 
Youth,” desire to lay before their friends the 
following statement respecting the important 
institution under their care. 

It is believed that the usefulness of the In- 
stitute would be materially increased, and its 
professed object, that of preparing skilled and 
efficient colored teachers, be accomplished 
much more fully than now, if the following 
studies are added to the present course, viz: 
Anatomy and the closely allied subjects; Physi- 
ology and the laws of Hygiene, a knowledge of 


which is of especial importance to the Colore 
Race in this country ; Natural Science as e 
emplified in the branches commonly term 
“Chemistry” and “Philosophy,” and a th 
rough and regular course of Normal Instru 
tion. 

The demand for good colored teachers, e 
pecially in the South, is now very great; 
the 57 students who have graduated since t 
opening of the Institute, 42 now are or ha 
been engaged in teaching, and the proportio 
of teachers from the recent classes is muc 
greater than this: a large number of scholar 
who have not completed the full course, an 
who have therefore not received diploma 
have also been usefully engaged in the gre 
work of educating those of their own rack 
The very great importance of providing we 
qualified teachers not only for the Souther 
States but also to take charge of schools fo 
colored children in all parts of our countr 
is so manifest as to require no comment. 

The principal obstacle in the way of intr 
ducing the improvements above referred t 
is the inability of the Institute with its pr 
sent income, to meet the increased expend 
ture which would be rendered necessar 
thereby. It has been the aim of the Mana 
gers to study strict economy in the adminis 
tration of the school, and they have endea 
vored by the consolidation of the boys anc 
girls into mixed classes, by the employmen 
of a large proportion of female teachers, anc 
in other ways, to reduce the expenses withi 
the narrowest possible limits consistent witl 
a judicious and enlightened prosecution of th 
important work, but notwithstanding thi 
care the expenses have slightly exceeding thi 
income during each of the last two years. 

Nearly all the pupils in attendance are ii 
limited circumstances, and are really unabli 
to contribute more than the present almos 
nominal payment of ten dollars annually, tex 
books being furnished them gratuitously. 

From its foundation the Institute has bee1 
the recipient of many pecuniary favors fron 
those interested in the elevation of the Colorec 
Race, and the Managers see no other way t 
provide the means for defraying the cost o 
the proposed improvements but to call onc 
more upon their friends for assistance. 

Thesum required-will, it is believed, amoun’ 
to more than oné thousand dollars annually 
to meet which it is proposed to solicit annua 
subscriptions. A collecting committee of the 
Board has been appointed and has already 
commenced its labors. We desire, therefore 
to commend the subject to the attention 0 
our friends who have heretofore so liberally 
aided us, believing that they will not refuse 
to furnish the assistance necessary to carry 
into effect improvements so manifestly de 
sirable. 

On behalf of the Managers, 
Marmanuks C. Cops, 
ALFRED CopH, 
Joun EH. Carrer. 

Philada. 10th mo., 1869. 


Moreover, when the Lord sent me into th« 
world, he forbade me to put off my hat to any 
high or low; and I was required to thee anc 
thou all men and women, without any respect 
to rich or poor, great or small, And as ] 
travelled up and down, I was not to bid peopl 
good morrow, or good eveving ; neither might 
I bow, or scrape with my leg, to any one.— 
George Fox. 
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For “Vhe Friend.” 


iF On Schools. 

i The following on schools, and the discipline 
and care of the scholars, agreeably to the pre 
‘cepts of our holy religion, is from the journal 
‘ef that wise and good man, John Woolman. 


. May we in this day duly heed “the words of 
‘the wise,” and let them be to us “as nails 
jifastened by the masters of assemblies,” for 
- unchangeable is the precept of our blessed 
_ Lord, “ Every scribe which is instructed unto 
the kingdom of heaven, is like unto a man 
that is an householder, which bringeth forth 
out of his treasure things new and old.” 
There seems to the writer of this, especial 
need in these easy-going days of much liberty, 
to ponder the paths of our feet in the direc- 
tion of which the essay treats, and letting 
- Christ rule and reign in our hearts, to experi- 
ence the circumscribing power of His Spirit 
_ to bound our desires and imaginations, that 
thus through our watchfulness and humility, 
all may redound to His glory who is ever and 
- alone worthy. 
«To encourage children to do things with 
a view to get the praise of men, to me ap- 
pears an obstruction to their being inwardly 
acquainted with the spirit of Truth. For it 
is the work of the Holy Spirit to direct the 
mind to God, that in all our proceedings we 
_ may have a single eye to him; to give alms 
in secret, to fast in secret, and labor to keep 
- clear of that disposition reproved by our Sa- 
viour, ‘But all their works they do for to be 
- seen of men.’ 
-  ©That Divine light which enlightens all 
~ men, I believe does often shine in the minds of 
children very early, and humbly to wait for 
wisdom, that our conduct toward them may 
tend to forward their acquaintance with it, 
and to strengthen them in obedience thereto, 
appears to me to be a duty on all of us. 

“ By cherishing the spirit of pride, and the 
love of praise in them, I believe they may 
sometimes improve faster in learning, than 
otherwise they would; but to take measures 
to forward children in learning, which natur- 
ally tend to divert their minds from true 
humility, appears to me to savor of the wis- 
dom of this world. 

“Tf tutors are not acquainted with sanctifi- 
cation of spirit, nor experienced in an humble 
waiting for the leadings of Truth, but follow 
the maxims of the wisdom of this world, chil- 
dren who are under their tuition, appear to 
me to be in danger of imbibing thoughts and 
apprehensions reverse to that meekness and 
lowliness of heart, which is necessary for all 
the true followers of Christ. 

“Children at an age fit for schools, are in a 
time of life which requires the patient atten- 
tion of pious people, and if we commit them 
to the tuition of those whose minds we believe 
are not rightly prepared to ‘train them up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord,’ we 
‘are in danger of not acting the part of faith- 
‘ful parents towards them; for our heavenly 
Father doth not require us to do evil, that 
good may come of it; and it is needful that 
we deeply examine ourselyes, lest we get en- 
tangled in the wisdom of this world, and 
through wrong apprehensions, take such 
methods in education, as may prove a great 
injury to the minds of our children. 

“Tt is a lovely sight to behold innocent 
children; and when they are sent to schools 
where their tender minds are in imminent 
danger of being led astray by tutors, who do 
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not live a self-denying life, or by the conversa- 
tion of children who do not live in innocence, 
it is a case much to be lamented. 

“While a pious tutor has the charge of no 
more children than he can take due care of, 
and keeps his authority in the Truth, the 
good spirit in which he leads and governs, 
works on the minds of such who are not 
hardened, and his labors not only tend to 
bring them forward in outward learning, but 
to open their understanding with respect to 
the true christian life. But where a person 
has charge of too many, and his thoughts and 
time are so much employed in the outward 
affairs of his school, that he does not so 
weightily attend to the spirit and conduct of 
each individual, as to be enabled to administer 
rightly to all in due season; through such 
omissions he not only suffers, as to the state 
of his own mind, but the minds of the chil- 
dren are in danger of suffering also. 

“To watch the spirit of children, to nurture 
them in Gospel love, and labor to help them 
against that which would mar the beauty of 
their minds, isa debt we owe them; anda 
faithful performance of our duty, not only 
tends to their lasting benefit, and our own 
peace, but also to render their company agree- 
able to us. 

Instruction thus administered, reaches the 
pure witness in the minds of children who are 
not hardened, and begets love in them toward 
those who thus lead them on; but where too 
great a number are committed to a tutor, and 
he, through much cumber, omits a careful at- 
tention to the minds of the children, there is 
a danger of disorders gradually increasing 
amongst them, until the effects thereof appear 
in their conduct, too strong to be easily reme- 
died. 

«A care hath lived on my mind, that more 
time might be employed by parents at home, 
and by tutors at school, in weightily attend- 
ing to the spirit and inclinations of children, 
and that we may so lead, instruct and govern 
them, in this tender part of life, that nothing 
may be omitted which is in our power, to 
help them on their way to become the chil- 
dren of our Father who is in heaven. 

“ Meditating on the situation of schools, my 
mind bas at times been affected with sorrow, 
and under these exercises it has appeared to 
me, that if those who have large estates were 
faithful stewards, and laid no rent, or interest, 
or other demand, higher than is consistent 
with universal love; and those in lower cir- 
cumstances would, under a moderate employ, 
shun unnecessary expense, even to the small- 
est article, and all unite in humbly seeking to 
the Lord, he would graciously instruct -us, 
and strengthen us, to relieve the youth from 
various snares in which many of them are 
entangled.” 


The Elephants’ Sagacity. 

Those who have lived much in the jungle in 
Ceylon, and had constant opportunities of 
watching the habits of wild elephants, have 
witnessed instances of the submission of herds 
to their leaders, that suggest an inquiry of 
singular interest as to the means adopted by 
the latter to communicate with distinctness 
orders which are observed with the most im- 
plicit obedience by their followers. The fol- 
lowing narrative of an adventure in the great 
central forest toward the north of the is- 
land communicated by Major Skinner, who 
was engaged for some time in surveying and 


opening roads through the thickly-wooded 
districts there, and will serve better than any 
abstract description to convey an idea of the 
conduct of a herd on such occasions: 

“The case you refer to struck me as exhib- 
iting something more than ordinary brute in- 
stinct, and approached nearer to reasoning 
powers than any other instance I can now 
remember. I cannot do justice to the scene, 
although it appeared to me at the time to be 
so remarkable that it left a deep impression 
on my mind. 

“In the height of the dry season in Neuera- 
Kalawa, you know the streams are all dried 
up, and the tanks are nearly so. All animals 
are then sorely pressed for water, and they 
congregate in the vicinity of those tanks, in 
which there may be ever so little of the pre- 
cious element. 

“During one of those seasons I was en- 
camped on the bund or embankment of a very 
small tank, the water in which was so dried 
that its surface could not have exceeded an 
area of five hundred square yards. Itwasthe 
only pond within many miles, and I knew 
that of necessity a very large herd of elephants, 
which had been in the neighborhood all day, 
must resort to it at night. 

“On the lower side of the tank, and in a 
line with the embankment, was a thick forest, 
in which the elephants sheltered themselves 
during the day. On the upper side and all 
around the tank there was a considerable 
margin of open ground. It was one of tkose 
beautiful, bright, clear, moonlight nights, 
when objects could be seen almost as distinct- 
ly as by day, and I determined to avail myself 
of the opportunity to observe the movements 
of the herd, which had already manifested 
some uneasiness at our presence. The locali- 
ty was very favorable for my purpose, and 
an enormous tree, projecting over the tank, 
afforded me a secure lodgment in its branches. 
Having ordered the fires of my camp to be 
extinguished at an early hour, and all my fol- 
lowers to retire to rest, I took up my post of 
observation on the overhanging bough; but 
I had to remain for upwards of two hours be- 
fore anything was to be seen or heard of the 
elephants, although I knew they were within 
five hundred yards of me. At length, about 
the distance of three hundred yards from the 
water, an unusually large elephant issued 
from the dense cover, and advanced cautiously 
across the open ground to within one hun- 
dred yards of the tank, where he stood per- 
fectly motionless. So quiet had the elephants 
become (although they had been roaring and 
breaking the jungle throughout the day and 
evening), that not a movement was now to be 
heard. The huge vidette remained in his 
position, still as a rock for a few minutes, and 
then made three successive stealthy advances 
of several yards, (halting for some minutes 
between each, with ears bent forward to catch 
the slightest sound), and in this way he moved 
slowly up to the water’s edge. Still he did 
not venture to quench his thirst, for, though 
his fore feet were partially in the tank, and 
his vast body was reflected clear in the water, 
he remained for some minutes listening in per- 
fect stillness. Nota motion could be perceived 
in himself or his shadow. He returned 
cautiously and slowly to the position he had 
at first taken up-on emerging from the forest. 
Here in a little while he was joined by five 
others, with whom he again proceeded as 
cautiously, but less slowly than before, to 


86 


THE FRIEND. 


within a few yards of the tank, and then 
posted his patrols. He then re-entered the 
forest and collected around him the whole 
herd, which must have amounted to between 
eighty and a hundred individuals,—led them 
across the open ground with the most extra- 
ordinary composure and quietness, till he 
joined the advanced guard, when he left them 
for a moment and repeated his former recon- 
noisance at the edge of the tank ; after which, 
having apparently satisfied himself that all 
was safe, he returned, and obviously gave the 
order to advance, for in a moment the whole 
herd rushed into the water. 

“When the poor animals had gained pos- 
session of the tank, (the leader being the last 
to enter), they seemed to abandon themselves 
to enjoyment without restraint or apprehen- 
sion of danger. Such a mass of animal life I 
had never before seen huddled together in so 
narrow a space. It seemed to me as though 
they would have nearly drunk the tank dry. 
I watched them with great interest, until 
they had satisfied themselves as well in bath- 
ing as in drinking, when I tried how small a 
noise would apprise them of the proximity of 
unwelcome neighbors. I had but to break a 
little twig, and the solid mass instantly took 
to flight like a herd of frightened deer, each 
of the smaller calves being apparently shoul- 
dered and carried along between two of the 
older ones.—Sir I’. Emerson Tennent. 


For “ The Friend.” 
Selections from the Unpublished Letters and Jour- 
nal of Mary M. Sheppard, a Deceased Minister. 
(Continued from page 75.) 
“1847, 
latter time, and I have longed to hear how thou 


wast feeling under thy share of the trials of 


the day. It is a blessed thing to have alittle 
faith renewed at seasons, that the ‘hiding 
place’ remains; and when all around us 
speaks trouble, to remember what was promis- 
ed on the simple ground (see Jer. xxxix. 18) 
‘because thou hast put thy trust in me.’ It 
is a singular feature in the present day, how 
wide we stand apart as regards sympathy, 
and the evidence of that real regard and con- 
cern for each other’s welfare, which we once 
believed were the characteristics of Chris- 
tian fellowship and brotherhood. So that I 
feel quite prepared to unite with thee in the 
belief, that we must have a higher dependence 
than each other; and try to get along with- 
out expecting much of that cordial to the 
human heart—fellow-feeling and sympathy. 

** * «Tf T did not believe the ‘one Spirit’ 
remained, I should have fainted and failed 
long ago, because the contest would be too 
hard for me. It remains true no doubt that 
all patience is necessary, and I have been 
particularly struck of late in remembering 
how much it is insisted on in the Scriptures, 
and that John in his address to the churches 
couples it with the ‘kingdom ’—‘in the king- 
dom and patience of Jesus Christ.’ No doubt 
some of us need to accept as an admonition, 
the declaration of our blessed Lord, ‘In your 
patience possess ye your souls.’ 

“T did not tell thee when at your house, of 
my prospect of attending Cropwell meeting 
the following First day. I do not think one 
of my childish steps a matter of much conse- 
quence, but thought I might note it to thee. 
It cost me fears, doubts and tears, but the 
way in which [ got through it was truly com- 
fortable to me, though likely I gave evidence 


of nothing but my own foolishness. I came 
home at ease. I hope sometimes I may not be 
suffered to be a stumbling-block to any, in my 
movementsin thatline. I allude nowin seem- 
ing to be called into a field of service, and having 
solittle todoaway from home. Butalas! I am 
ready to think sometimes, Where are the ears 
to hear? And the service of the young and 
weak in the present day, may lie in suffering 
for the precious cause with its suffering Head, 
rather than in doing much more manifestly 
for it. If this be the case may it be abode 
under, and sanctified to those who are called 
upon to participate in it, saith my soul. 

“The autumn leaves are now strewing our 
paths, and I thought to-day in observing 
them, Spring would bring a renewal; but that 
with us, if there was any substantial renewal 
it must be when all these changing things had 
passed from our sight forever, and the unfad- 
ing inheritance was won; and trouble and 
sorrow, and disappointment were passed from, 
and forgotten.” 

“8th mo. 14th.” Afteran allusion4o the state 
of her correspondent’s health, she continues: 
“Truly, how little we know about these things, 
or the operation of cause and effect. We 
may appoint our own plans, but there is one 
who can disappoint, and in the wisdom of his 
counsels frustrate all our own. We have 
much to remind us of the instability of all 
passing objects; of the uncertainty of time ; 
and the fallacy and falseness of our calcula- 
tions ; how blessed then is that state, wherein 


Thou hast often been in mind of 


all things, and ourselves with them, are sub- 
mitted to His disposal, who can bless or blast 
all at His pleasure. There is no safe state 
besides. How should we tremble on the brink 
of a precipice that scarcely afforded us a safe 
footing. What seems more like such a preci- 
pice than human life. ‘ Hair-hung, breeze- 
shaken,’ frail and passing as the summer leaf. 
How calculated for such reflection are the 
circumstances that have befallen some during 
the present season.” * es Zs Zo 

“8th mo., 15th. * * * §,. Leeds was at 
our Quarterly Meeting; I believe satisfactorily 


to his friends. He is a remarkable instance 
of the power of Divine Grace in preserving 
the mind through such a long season of dark- 
ness, aS was permitted to overshadow his. 
He told us on Fourth-day, it had been twenty- 
nine years since he had attended that meet- 
ing ; and in alluding to the change that had 
been made in it by death and otherwise, he 
seemed so affected as to be scarcely able to 
speak. His heart seemed full of the remem- 
brance of the mercy that had been extended 
towards him; and his tongue ever ready to 
declare it. EH. Pitfield and J. Tatum, were 
also there. The character of the mecting 
seemed to me about as usual. There may 
not seem, sometimes, much inducement to 
attend at such opportunities, but it must be 
felt to be a duty to those concerned for the 
good of society, where ability is found; and I 
sometimes remember in relation to require- 
ments of the kind, that ‘Opportunities ne- 
glected, are opportunities lost:’ which may 
also apply in a more extended sense. 

“How much we need a revival of zeal in 
the precious cause; and until it takes place, 
we have no room to expect that the presence 
of Him, who remains to be for a crown of 
glory, and a diadem of beauty, to His people 
who seek Him, will be much found amongst us. 
The ‘glory’ is indeed sadly departed from us 
as a people; and unless there is more of a 


recurrence to first principles, a seeking for the 
old paths, and walking in them, [ greatly 


fear sometimes, we shall become merely a } 


people of profession, and that that beauty and 
dignity which formerly characterized us on 
account of the Truth, will be less and less 
discoverable. Oh for real heart work, that 
this may be averted ! 

“We have had a truly pleasant and ac- 
ceptable visit from W. and EH. Evans, as you 
perhaps have heard. é 

“What a suffering illness passed 
through! What clogs these poor bodies are, 
and what causes of suffering! But we may 
well count it all joy, if they are but made in- 
strumental in preparing us for that blessed 
change which awaits the pure in heart.” 

From the memorandums: 

“8th mo. 22nd, 1847. Peacefulness seems 
spread over the troubled waters of my soul 
this evening. The morning was one of great 
conflict. Felt called upon in meeting to offer 
a few words of encouragement to the wrest- 
ling sufferer, from the case of Elijah, who, in 
a season of great extremity, was fed by the 
immediate extension of Divine power; and 
went in the strength of that meat for a long 
period. Praise be rendered where due, for 
this ability to follow on in pure and watchful 
obedience.” 


“30th.—How many fears* attend in this _ 


probationary scene, and what need have we 
of constant reference to the Pilot, lest we get 
off our course. I find myself often ready to 
give way to discouragement, and almost to 
sink under it, from a fear that as I am so 
unworthy of Divine regard, it is impossible 
for me to participate in it. Perhaps some 
feeling of the kind possessed David’s heart, 
when he cried out, ‘I am a worm, and no 
man.’ I have felt, in a season of bodily aftlic- 


tion, so free from weariness or a disqualifica- 
tion for my usual occupations, that I have 
been ready to query whether I was possessing 
an ease and-rest, not the true one. Indeed, I 
am so poor, and weak, and undeserving, and 
doing so little for Him, or in His service, 
from whom I have received all, that it is diffi- 
cult to believe I am a subject of Divine regard 
and compassion. But the desire, the ardent, 
longing desire of my soul this morning, has 
been after entire and perfect conformity to 
the will of my Divine Master, and in that I 
must endeavor to stand still, until He opens 


* The Author of these Selections often makes allu- 
sion to her “many fears.” For the sake of our youth- 
ful readers (if any such should perus2 her memoranda) 
we would just explain, that it is believed these were, 
for the most part, that salutary and indispersable fear 
of the Lord which the Psalmist declares is the begin- 
ning of wisdom—the fear of offending Him in thought, 
word, or deed. A fear like that of the prophet Habak- 
kuk, who says, ‘‘ My lips quivered at the voice,” and “ T 
trembled in myself that 1 might rest in the day of trou- 
ble.” A fear which is perhaps the chief antidote against 
vanity and vice; and which (Isaiah xxxiii. 6) is the 
christian’s treasure. A fear, which keeping the heart 
clean, preserveth from the snares of death. A fear 
which the Apostle has reference to in the language— 
“Without were fightings, within were fears.” Which 
also the Most High, through His prophet Malachi, thus 
memorizes: ‘‘ My covenant was with Levi of life and of 
peace; and I gave it to him for the fear wherewith he 
feared me, and was afraid tefore my name.” True, 
there is the stumbling, halting fear of min, which 
bringeth a snare; a feir that enslaves. But, it is be- 
lieved that this was, in the cise before us, measurably 
cast out; and that, when clothed with Divine authority, 
and commissioned to go forth in the name of the “IT 
Am,” aud ever-present Helper, she experienced every 


other fear to be swallowed up in that which only is 
loyal and filial. 
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pay way ; and whether that way is to be made 
| hrough more perfect and thorough submission 
bon my part, it remains not for me to say. Oh! 
\ am all weakuess.” 
_ Ina letter, under the same date, she writes: 
i¢ * * * Tt is not for us to question the 
way of the working of Divine power, or to 
say unto Him who has so mercifully turned 
jais hand upon us, for our thorough purifica- 
cion, ‘ What doest thou?’ No! let us rather 
«seek to abide the turnings and overturnings 
‘that may befall us in all patience, with the 
ery in our hearts, ‘ Let not thy hand spare, 
‘nor thy eye pity,’ until not only the ‘vile 
and refuse’ are destroyed, but the very best 
iis offered in sacrifice at the command of our 
‘Lord. 
“Thy letter seemed to bring to mind the 
‘condition of the prophet who was sent ‘to 
them of the captivity; and he ‘sat where 
they sat.’ Ah! dost thou not think that as 
‘there is an abiding with the true seed in this 
day, there is a sitting in solitary places, where 
pleasant bread is not found? Well, it is better 
to abide with it, under oppression and sutftfer- 
‘ing, than to be ‘eating our own bread, and 
wearing our own apparel,’ assured that it is 
‘better to be with the dear Master where He 
is, than to be making a fair and plausible ap- 
earance in the sight of men. For, ‘Where 
am, there shall also-my servant be.’ I do 
feel ardently solicitous, my dear , that 
- nothing of unprofitable fear or discouragement 
may hinder us from pressing onward in that 
way Divine Wisdom may from season to sea- 
son cast up; fully believing that He is sufti- 
cient still, for His trusting, dependent chil- 
‘dren, and that although their way may seem 
to be through the very valley and shadow of 
death, and not even a star, (the faintest lumi- 
nary,) enlighten it, yet that he will in His 
own time, make it clear to undoubted certainty 
what His mind and will are, and give ability 
to perform it. This is to be waited for, for 
we cannot of ourselves ‘add one cubit to our 
stature.” Jam tempted and tried many ways; 
and truly my weakness and unworthiness are 
such, it is a stretch of faith to believe myself 
_ even the subject of Divine notice and compas- 
sion.” 


(To be continued.) 


To sce the failings of our friends and think 
hard of them, without opening that which we 
ought to open, and still carry a face of friend- 
ship, this tends to undermine the foundation 
of true unity. 
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We think that within the last three or four 
years there has been manifested an increasing 
desire on the part of many—some of them in 
influential positions—to multiply the number 
of days in each year set apart as national holi- 
days. Doubtless this is the result of various 

- causes. But, we apprehend, it arises in part 
from the growing indisposition in mechanics 
and others performing manual labor, to give 
any more time or work for the pecuniary 
compensation they receive, than they cannot 
withhold. As the Jaw allows them to claim 
the same wages for the time passed in a legal 
holiday as for a day of work, the recurrence 
of such festivals is naturally considered by 


them a clear gain. Another cause operating 
towards the same end, is the evident tendency 
among many of the different christian denomi- 
nations, to make more display of their reli- 
gious profession ; and which, we fear, is too 
often a substitution of external signs for the 
living substance of the gospel dispensation. 

If we may judge from the public exhibit 
made, in different classes, of an alarming lack 
of the commonest principles of honesty, of a 
widespread demoralization in opinions and 
conduct, and of a marvellous multiplicity of 
crimes of the deepest die, as daily chronicled 
in all parts of our country, we can hardly so- 
lace ourselves with the belief, that the desire 
to increase the number of national holidays, 
springs from the impress of a higher tone of 
morals, or a deeper sense of the obligations of 
religion, than existed formerly. 

Whatever may have been the motive in 
former time for instituting such observances, 
or however under circumstances of more re- 
straint, they may have been attended by less 
open violation of decorum and christian recti- 
tude, we are convinced they have become a 
great public evil. Without entering into argu- 
ment to show that neither fasting, praying, 
nor giving of thanks, are at the will or in- 
junction of any human power; and while ad- 
mitting that they who truly regard the days 
appointed by human authority for such ser- 
vices, as unto the Lord, may be justified there- 
in; and therefore judging them not “In meat 
or drink, or in respect of an .holy day, or of 
the new moon, or of the Sabbath days, which 
are a shadow of things to come, but the body 
is of Christ ;’ we feel assured that common 
observation of the course pursued by the great 
body of the people on the days set apart by 
the General or State government for either 
of the purposes alluded to, must lead to the 
conviction that their occurrence is a source 
of much harm. 

Friends haye ever felt restrained from the 
observance of these days, and where the laws 
of the land concerning them were so framed 
as to attempt to impose it on them, they have 
conscientiously borne their testimony against 
such an interference of human power in the 
exercise of religious principles. This has not 
arisen from any disbelief in the necessity, both 
as individuals and as a nation, of fasting from 
sin, of praying for preservation, or of thanks- 
giving for the unnumbered blessings received 
from our Father in heaven; but because of 
the conviction that to perform any one of 
these acts worthily, it must be under the im- 
mediate preparation and requirement of the 
Holy Spirit, operating on the heart, and show- 
ing it when, how and where to perform it 
unto the Lord: also that to appoint a day for 
any particular specified act of worship, leads 
very many who profess so to keep it, to an| 
offensive formality. : 

We are glad to see that the shameless riot- 
ing, the grievous intemperance, and the low 
immoralities which, of latter years, have 
characterized these national holidays, are 
arousing other religious professors to the con- 
viction of their apparently inseparable evils, 
and to the propriety of entirely discontinuing 
them. In the “Public Ledger” of this city, 
there recently appeared the following short 
article : 


« Thanksgiving day in New England is not, 
as in olden time, observed with a due regard 


to the religious ceremonies of the day. ‘T'bis 
falling off from the customs of the Puritans 


has attracted the attention of the clergymen 
of Massachusetts, who are signing a petition 
to the Governor on the subject. This docu- 
ment states that the signers are convinced, 
by long and close observation, that the an- 
nual appointment of a day of fasting, humilia- 
tion and prayer by the Governor of the Com- 
monwealth—once, doubtless, a usage which 
met the convictions and desires of the people 
of the State at large—has gradually been per- 
verted from its original design and professed 
intent, until it has ceased to command atten- 
tion and respect; that the day set apart by 
proclamation has fallen into general neglect 
as a day of religious observance, and come to 
be a day of much license, disorder and excess; 
that they believe it to have become a source 
of demoralization rather than of religious or 
moral impression, and that the discontinu- 
ance of the custom of appointing an annual 
Fast would be for the public good.” 

We should rejoice if the subject would re- 
ceive from all religious denominations the 
serious examination and reflection which its 
importance demands, leading—as we think it 
should—to a radical correction of the many 
evils which appear to become worse with 
every repctition of their proximate cause. 


The report of the Superintendent of the 
Indians, found in the present number, was 
made to a meeting of “ The Associated Execu- 
tive Committee of Friends on Indian affairs,” 
held at Plainfield, Indiana, on the 22d of 9th — 


{month last. 


At that meeting the Clerk was directed 
to notify the Superintendent, and through 
him the Agents, of the Central Superintend- 
ency : 

1. Agents should in every instance where 
practicable reside upon, or adjacent to, the 
reservations which they have in charge, and 
when for want of necessary buildings they 
cannot do so at once, they should provide as 
soon as possible to do so. 

2. No agent should engage in other busi- 
ness, or be directly or indirectly concerned in 
trading operations, or participants in profits 
of business conducted with the Indians by 
traders licensed by the agents; but their time 
should be devoted exclusively to the duties 
of their office and the welfare of the Indians. 
If found deficient in either of these respects, 
they will be immediately reported for dis- 
charge. 

3. Care should be taken by all agents not 
to commit themselves by accepting free tickets 
over railroads, or otherwise, so as to prevent 
their freedom of action in any case which may 
concern such railroads or their officers. 

The Friends appointed at last meeting to 
receive, consider and approve nominations 
for farmers and other employées, made a writ- 
ten report, and were continued to the service; 
and Agents were again directed to be careful 
to submit the names of all persons proposed 
for appointment as farmers and mechanics, 
and other subordinate officers and employees, 
(except teachers, who are to be approved by 
our Committee on Edueation,) to this sub- 
committee for approval, before forwarding 
them to the Department. 


We have received from the publishers in 
New York, two duodecimo books; each over 
three hundred pages, neatly got up, with illus- 
trations, &c. The one entitled “From the 
Crib to the Cross: a Life of Christ in words 
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of one syllable.” The other “The Pilgrim’s 
Progress from this world to that which is to 
come,” likewise in words of one syllable. 

The object had in view by the authoress, is 
said to be the adaptation of the narratives to 
young minds, or those who are “just spelling 
their way into literature.” We think this a 
great mistake, especially in relation to the 
subject of the first named volume; for when 
children are so far matured, as to be fitted for 
acquiring a knowledge of the written “ Life of 
Christ,” there can be nothing more simple than, 
nothing so impressive as the narratives given 
in the New Testament; dnd the necessity to 
alter the scriptural account, in order to put it 
into words ot one syllable, materially deterio- 
rates the value of the whole picture pre- 
sented. Besides, there are various interpola- 
tions, drawn from the fancy of the authoress, 
and fitted to her peculiar religions views, 
which, however harmless under some circum- 
stances, are altogether inadmissible in pre- 
senting what professes to be the substance of 
scripture narrative. 

As regards Bunyan’s work, we think it not 
of a character to make it desirable to intro- 
duce it to children who are so young as to 
require it to be set forth in words of one syl- 
lable. 


SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 

Forriagn.—The Dublin Amnesty Association has un- 
animously adopted a resolution expressing regret at 
Gladstone’s refusal to release the Fenian prisoners, and 
declaring their determination to continue agitation, and 
to form local associations throughout the country. A 
meeting was held at Limerick on the first inst., to dis- 
cuss the fixity of the land tenure. It was broken up by 
a disorderly mob of Fenian sympathizers, who shouted 
for amnesty and took pussession of the platform and 
destroyed it. A public meeting at Cavan has adopted 
resolves condemning any measure for the relief of Ire- 
land which does not provide for the fixity of land tenure. 
The Times, in an article on the Irish land question, says, 
“Itis not our business to satisfy the Fenians. They 
would not be satisfied if Ireland were doubly confis- 
cated for their benefit.” 

Liverpool, 11th mo. lst.—Middling uplands cotton, 
12d. a 124d.; Orleans, 12}d. a 122d. Sales 15,000 bales. 
Breadstuffs quiet. Red western wheat, 9s. 2d. a 9s. 3d. 
per cental. 

Paris is now perfectly tranquil, and all symptoms of 
agitation have disappeared. General Fleury, the new 
minister to Russia, bas left Paris for St. Petersburg. It 
is given out that one of the special objects of General 
Fleury’s mission is to induce Russia to join the other 
great Powers in a general disarmament. The French 
ministers have decided not to prosecute the press for 
any recent violations of the press law. 

The prospect of an agreement in the Spanish Cortes 
on the choice of a king, improves. lt is now known 
that one hundred aud forty-one deputies are pledged to 
vore for the Duke of Genoa. Dissensions continue in 
the Cabinet, there being a want of good understanding 
between Prim and Serrano. The budget just submitted 
to Cortes by the Minister of Finance, shows a deficit for 
the current year of 520,000,009 rea’s. The hope is ex- 
pressed that the year 1870 will show a better result, 
and that tbere will be a surplus in the treasury. The 
poll-tax is to be given up, and civil salaries are to be 
reduced twenty per cent., and clerical salaries thirty per 
cent. 

A royal decree has been promulgated in Berlin, ap- 
pointing the 10th of this month as a day of fasting and 
prayer. The decree refers to the great religious move- 
ments agitating Europe, and calls on the people to peti- 
tion Divine guidance and protection. 

The Emperor of Austria has visited the Sultan of 
Turkey at Constantinople. It is reported that the gov- 
ernments of Austriaand Turkey have come to an under- 
standing whereby they will act jointly in the suppres- 
sion of attempted insurrections in Albania and Herze- 
gevina. 

The Chinese Embassy, after having visited the capi- 
tals of Deamark, Norway and Sweden, has gone to the 
Netherlands. 

The Emperor of Russia will spend part of the winter 
at Cowes and Nice. 


The Italian government reserves the right to reject 
decisions of the Ecumenical Council opposed to the 
laws of the country and spirit of the age. 

Rio Janeiro dates to 10th mo. 8th, state that after a 
month’s rest, the allied forces in Paraguay have been 
again put in motion to attack Lopez in the stronghold to 
which he retreated after the last defeat. 

The Cuban insurrection continues. The insurgent 
General Cavada has issued the following order to the 
forces under his command: “It is probable that the 
owners of plantations will begin to grind sugar cane at 
an early date, and the general expects his subordinates 
to burn the cane fields as soon as the cane is dry.” 
Cholera and yellow fever prevail in many parts of the 
island. Skirmishes frequently occur between the troops 
and parties of insurgents. A body of rebels, while 
operating on the Cienfugos and Villa Clara railroad, 
obstructed the track in such a manner as to cause a 
freight train fo be run off, and they thus carried the 
freight into the interior, and burned a bridge, cutting 
off communication between the two cities. 

Unirep Srares.—Zhe Public Debt. —The monthly 
statement of the Secretary of the Treasury shows that 
the debt has been reduced $7,363,882.75 during the 
Tenth month, making a total decrease since Third mo. 
Ist last, of $62,332,070.65. The coin balance in the 
Treasury on the first inst., amounted to $116,994,711.69, 
the currency balance to $7,248,295 24. The total dedt, 
1 ss cash in the Treasury and Sinking Fund, is now 
#2,461,131,189. Included io this sum is $62,188,320 
bonds issued in aid of the Pacific Railroads. 

Philadelphia.—Mortality last week, 265. Consump- 
tion, 36; croup, 8; convulsions, 10; scarlet fever, 10; 
typhoid fever, 12; old age, 12. 

Miscellaneous.— The reunion of the Old and New 
School Presbyterian Churches in the United States has 
been finally determined, more than two-thirds of each of 
the denominations having voted iu favor of the union, 
and approved the proposition transmitted to them by 
the General Assemblies which will meet agin on the 
10.h inst., at Pittsburg, to confer on the union and take 
the requisite measures to perfect the new organization. 


‘The Old School Presbyterians have 143 Presbyteries, 


2381 ministers, and 258,903 church members. The New 
School 113 Presbyteries, 1848 ministers, and 172,560 
members, 

The Commission for the examination of the Union 
and Central Pacific Railroads have reported favorably 
in regard to both roads. The Commissioners say that 
in their opinion, while some expenditures will need to 
be made to perfect them, the two roads are substanti- 
ally first class railroads. They consider the general 
location of the Central Pacific road as good, although 
they saw several places where they thought it might be 
improved, and some of the bridges are lighter than is 
advisable. Both companies are still doing a large 
amonnt of work on their respective roads, and are day 
by day bringing them nearer to the standard required 
by law. 

General Belknap has been appointed Secretary of 
War, and has entered upon the duties of his appoint- 
ment. 

The Cincinnati Board of Education bas passed the 
resolutions prohibiting the reading of the Bible, &., in 
the Public Schools. Cincinnati has a large Roman 
Catholic population, and this course has probably been 
taken to conciliate them. 

On the 28th ult, the steamer Stonewall on her pas- 
sage from St. Louis to New Orleans, was burned on the 
Mississippi, about forty-five miles above Cairo. There 
were 258 persons on board, including the crew, and all 
perished by burning or drowning, except about 50 who 
were rescued by skiffs from the shore, and in other 
modes. The boat had a quantity of hay on board, 
which was ignited from a candle which some of the deck 
passengers placed near it while playing cards. 

The Department of Agriculture reports that the cotton 
crop will probably exceed the previous estimate of 
2,750,000 bales. The corn crop will not be a full one, 
but will afford an ample sufficiency for all the wants of 
the country. The wheat crop is believed to be abund- 
ant, although the spring wheat has not been equal to 
the winter. Throughout the Southern States the yield 
of wheat has been uonusually good. The oats crop is 
said to be very large, few of the States returning a less 
increase than ten per cent., and some giving thirty or 
more. 

Information bas been received at the coast survey 
office, of a very marked earthquake wave having been 
recorded on the self-registering tide guage at San Fran- 
cisco, a few days ago. From this the occurrence of a 
violent earthquake in some distant part of the Pacific 
ocean has been inferred. These waves travel across 
the Pacific ocean at an average of sixty miles an hour. 


The Markets, §c.—The following were the quotations 
of the first inst. Mew York.— American gold 128. 
U.S. sixes, 1881, 119; ditto, 5-20’s, 1868, 1153; ditto, 
10-40 5 percents, 107%. Superfine State flour, $5.30 a 
$5.50; extra State, $5.75 a $6.10; shipping Ohio, $5.90 
a $6.30; St. Louis flour, $6.70 a $9.50; southern, 
$6.25 a $10.50. White Michigan wheat, $1.49 a $1.60; 
amber southern, $1.42 a $1.45; red western, $1.30 a 
$1.41; No. 8 Chicago spring, $1.14. Siate barley, 
$1.25. Oats, 63 a 68 cts. Yellow corn, $1.11; western 
mixed, $1.01 a $1.05, Middling uplands cotton, 26} cts. 
Philadelphia.—Extra flour, $5.75 a $6; finer brands, 
$6.50 a €9. Indiana and Michigan red wheat, $1.37 a 
$1.38 ; choice Delaware, $1.42 a $1.43 ; western white, 
$1.48. Rye, $1.05 a $1.10. Yellow corn, $1; western 
mixed, 93 a 98 cts.; new yellow, 85 cts. Oats, 56 a 58 
cts. Hams, 19} a 21% cts. Lard, 18 cts. Clover-seed, 
$6.50 a $7. Timothy, $3.37 a $3.50. Flaxseed, $2.47 
a $2.50. The arrivals and sales of beef cattle at the 
Avenue Drove-yard reached 3443 head. The market 
was dull and prices lower. Extra cattle sold at 8} a 8 
cts., a few choice at 9 a 94 cts.; fair to good, 63 a 8 cts., 
and common 4 a 6 cts. per lb. gross. About 12,000 
sheep sold at 5 a 6} ets. per lb. gross, and 4000 hogs at 
$14 a $15 per 100 lbs. net. for corn fed. St. Lowis.— 
Prime to choice white wheat, $1.07 a $1.30; do. red, 
$1.15 a $1.31; No. 2 red fall, $1 a $1.05 ; No. 2 spring, 
85 cts. Yellow corn, 72 cts. Oats in sacks, 47 a 48 cts. 
San Francisco.—Flour, (gold) $4.37 a $5.25. Wheat, 
$1.55 a $1.60 per cental. Detroit. — Amber wheat, 
$1.06; No. 1, $1.12; extra white, $1.27. Chicago.— 
Spring extra flour, $4.25 a $6.75. No. 2 spring wheat, 
912 cts. No. 2 corn, 65 cts. Burley, 88 cts. No.1 rye, 
74 cts. Lard, 164 a 16} cts. 


RECEIPTS. 

Received from Ruth Foster, R. I., $2, vol. 43; from 
Sarab Minard, Pa., $2, to No. 11, vol. 44; from Moses 
Huntington, N. Y., $2, vol. 43; from Parvin Smith, Pa., 
$2, vol. 43, and from Deborah L. Walton, Pa., $2, for 
vol. 43, 


James R. Kite bas been appointed Agent for the 
neighborhood of Pennsville, Ohio. 


: NOTICE. 

A Stated Meeting of the ‘‘ Female Society of Phila- 
delphia for the Relief and Employment of the Poor,” 
will be held at the House of Industry, No. 112 North 
Seventh St., on Seventh-day the 6th inst., at 33 o’clock. 

Jutianna Ranpoupu, Clerk. 


FRIENDS’ FREEDMEN’S ASSOCIATION. 


A Special Meeting of the ‘‘ Friends’ Freedmen’s Asso- 
ciation’’ will be held at the Arch St. Meeting-house, 
Philadelphia, on the evening of Third-day, the 16th of 
the Eleventh month, at 8 o’clock. 

Friends generally, and others interested in this work, 
are invited to attend. Joun B. Garrerr, 

Secretary. 


t 


DISCIPLINE. 
A new edition of the Discipline of the Yearly Meeting 
of Friends held in Philadelphia, has been printed, and 
is now for sale at Friends’ Book Store, No. 304 Arch St. 


BOARDING SCHOOL FOR INDIAN CHILDREN, 
TUNESASSA, NEW YORK. 

Wanted, a woman Friend to assist in conducting the 
Boarding School for Indian Children, at Tunesassa, 
Cattaraugus Co., N. Y. 

Application may be made to 

Aaron Sharpless, Street Road P.O., Chester, Co., Pa. 
Joseph Scattergood, 413 Spruce St., Philada. 
Samuel Morris, Olney, Philada. 


FRIENDS’ ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE, 
NEAR FRANKFORD, (TWENTY-THIRD WARD, PHILADELPHIA.) 

Physician and Superintendent—Josuua H. WorTsINnG- 
ton, M.D. 

Application for the Admission of Patients may be . 
made to the Superintendent, to Joun E. Cartur, Clerk 
of the Board of Managers, No. 1313 Pine Street 
Philadelphia, or to any other Member of the Board. 


Digp, on First-day morning, Fourth month 4th, 1869, 
Awna Beuua C., wife of B. Wyatt Wistar, and daughter 
of the Jate Caleb Cresson, in the 51st year of her age. 

Diep, on Seventh-day, Tenth month 23d, 1869, B. 
Wyatt Wistar, in the 52nd year of bis age. 


WILLIAM H. PILE, PRINTER, 
No. 422 Walnut street. 


